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WHAT’S AT STAKE? 

Unexpected emergencies happen every year in this 

country. When you add fire, floods, airplane crashes 

and ice storms to the list, you can see why your 

company needs an Emergency Response Plan to 

cover all expected and unexpected disasters. For 

this plan to be effective, all employees must be 

trained in the roles they will play in an emergency. 

WHAT’S THE DANGER?  

You are on a construction site when someone 

shouts a warning. You look around and see a 

tornado bearing down on your work site. Do you 

know where to find shelter? 

A freight train carrying hazardous chemicals derails 

behind your plant. It splits apart and bursts into 

flame. How do you raise the alarm? 

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF 

An Emergency Response Plan is basically a “How 

Do We Get Out of Here Safely” plan, which usually 

contains provisions for chemical cleanup or 

applying first aid. A good plan should anticipate all 

possible emergencies as well as all natural and 

manmade disasters that could occur. 

All employees should regularly practice and review 

emergency response. Many workers have died 

because they didn’t remember the emergency 

procedures they read when they were hired. Only 

practice will expose errors in the plan which could 

result in lost lives. 

Here are some suggestions for preparing for 

workplace emergencies: 

Know where your emergency telephone numbers 

are located and which agency to contact first. 

Know where the two nearest escape routes are 

located. 

Learn to use a fire extinguisher. You should use it 

on a small fire only. If the fire gets out of hand, 

leave the area. Unnecessary heroics have killed 

many employees. 

Learn how and when to operate internal alarm 

systems. 

Know how to find and operate eye wash units and 

safety showers. These should be clearly marked and 

easily accessed. A worker covered with burning 

acid will be in no condition to search for them. 

Everyone should be aware of the location of first 

aid supplies, and several on your crew should have 

the proper training to use them. 

In a natural disaster such as an earthquake, flood 

or tornado, knowing where to go and what not to 

do are vital. Panic and death come from being 

unprepared. 

FINAL WORD 

Unexpected emergencies occur every day in 

factories, plants, offices and warehouses, as well as 

construction sites, airports and train/vehicle 

intersections. Ignoring the possibility will not 

prevent one from occurring. Knowing your part in 

the Emergency Response Plan could make all the 

difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY PLANNING SAVES LIVES 
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1. We If a workplace emergency occurs, 

everyone will know automatically what to 

do even if they have not received training 

• True 

• False 

                                                        

2. Tools A good emergency preparedness plan 

includes all natural and manmade disasters 

that could occur. 

• True 

• False 

 

3. Emergency drills are useless except as a 

break from the routine of work. 

 

• True 

• False 

 

4. Where should you and your co-workers 

gather after you have left the building in an 

emergency? 

 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 

 

Your plant is situated in the heart of the “tornado 

valley” in the mid-west. Your area has experienced 

the trauma of tornados. You have asked your site 

foreman when workers can review emergency 

responses through drills or dry – runs. He says he 

does not want take productive time away from the 

plant floor for emergencies that likely won’t 

happen.  

What would you do?  

 
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 
  

QUIZ 
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ANSWERS:  

 
1. False 

2. True 

3. False 

4. at a designated site apart from worksite 

BEFORE THE TALK - TIPS AFTER THE TALK- CHECKLIST 

PROVIDED FOLLOW-UP TO WORKERS THAT DID 

 

POORLY ON THE QUIZ 

NAME: _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

DATE: ________________________________________________ 

 

OBSERVED WORKERS 

TASK(S):  _____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

DATE: ________________________________________________ 

 

REFRESHER TRAINING 

TOPIC(S): _____________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

DATE:  ________________________________________________ 

 

OTHER (DESCRIBE): ________________________________ 

MEETING DATE: _____________________________________ 

LOCATION: __________________________________________ 

Before the Meeting Preparation Tips: 

• Pass around the attendance sheets. 

Be prepared to discuss: 

• Safe work practices and polices passed around 

pertaining to Emergency Response Plans industry 

– wide and at your location. 

• Implement, initiate and install dry – runs or drills 

in emergency procedures for workers at your 

location. 

Other: 

• Review your company's emergency plan prior to 

this meeting. Be prepared to point out the 

portions of the plan which involve your crew 

members.  

• Different parts of the country are prone to 

different kinds of disasters. Be ready to discuss 

the scenarios relevant to your workplace. 

• What other safety concerns have come up as a 

result of the discussion on this topic? 

• Ask participants what safety problems they have 

observed on their jobs since the last meeting. 

 

NOTES 
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INSTRUCTOR: ____________________________________    DATE: _____________________________ 
 
 
SAFETY TALK: _________________________________________________________________________ 
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